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Was the  Ecl ipse  Comet of 1893 a Disconnected Coronal Trans ien t?  I f b  

r" 

E.W. Cl iver ,  Air Force Geophysics Lab., Hanscom 

The comet-like f e a t u r e  observed i n  the  s o l a r  corona by the  Lick 
Observatory e c l i p s e  expedi t ion t o  Chi le  i n  1893 bears  an i n t e r e s t i n g  re- 
semblance t o  the  "disconnection" coronal  t r a n s i e n t  reported by I l l i n g  and 
Hundhausen (J. Geophys. Res., 88, 10210, 1983). I review r e p o r t s  of 
possibly-related limb a c t i v i t y  t o  see whether a pre-discovery observa t ion  
of a r e l a t i v e l y  rare type of coronal  mass e j e c t i o n  w a s  mis- interpreted.  
The goal  of t h i s  s tudy is to  l e a r n  more about the  morphology of mass 
e j e c t i o n s  by examining observat ions t h a t  extend down t o  t h e  low corona of 
a disconnect ion  event .  
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